


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This year’s show is jointly dedicated to the memories of  

 

  Play In A Week was started by 

Bill Pearson 21 years ago as part of 

a visionary “Let Loose” programme 

through which he aimed to open 

theatre performance and drama 

workshops events to anyone, 

regardless of ability or disability.   

When the funding applications were 

being considered to build what is 

now the Nomad Theatre in the 

1990’s, Bill was determined to 

ensure that all of the facilities in the new building were truly “accessible”, which is 

very unusual in theatre buildings, and at the time was a very innovative idea. 

Along with Geoff Partridge they drove the mammoth fundraising challenge to 

fruition to give us the wonderful building in which you sit today.  The stage and 

almost all areas of backstage rooms and spaces are genuinely accessible and can be 

reached by someone using a heavy powered wheelchair.   

The current building became a reality in 1999 and Play In A Week was born, with 

Bill at the helm!  Bill continued to lead and champion PIAW for the next 20 years, 

and we were delighted to have him on stage last summer in a cameo appearance, 

taking what turned out to be his last (huge) round of applause.   

Sadly, Bill died last month, leaving a hole in many hearts.  His absence is a great 

loss to the PIAW family and to the wider Nomad Theatre community.  His quiet 

calm, engaging enthusiasm, affection for all and genuine belief that everyone can 

do more than they think they can has helped hundreds of people enjoy 

involvement in PIAW, developing new skills and theatre craft as well as gaining in 

confidence and friendship.  We think that is an amazing legacy which will live for 

many years to come.   

He will be remembered fondly and with love.  Thank you Bill! 



Richard was a valued and well-liked 

member of cast, who tragically died last 

year, just a week after Play In A Week 

finished.  Richard enjoyed being with us 

last summer, and helped us celebrate 

our 20th anniversary in “Keeping Score” 

by recapping his role from the 2017 

show where he played the Tree of 

Experience and rose admirably to the 

challenge of being on stage throughout 

the entire show.  He will be sorely 

missed this year by everyone in the PIAW family who enjoyed his company and 

shared many laughs with him on and off the stage.  We would like to share a poem 

with you which Richard wrote in October 2017: 

 

PEACE 

 Picture this, a tranquil day 

across the sky, a dove does fly 

A silent pool with not a ripple in the water 

No war or bloodshed they both are halted 

To soothe the soul, a meadow of flowers 

the smell of nature all around us 

picture this, a bright, bright sun 

Warm rays are shining down upon you 

In the air, relaxing music 

Not a sound to break the quiet 

Sometimes peace is all you need. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Brandon McGuire - Director                                       

Welcome to the 21st Play In a Week.  This year we tell 

the poignant story of man’s potential fate as a result of 

climate change, and the brilliant and somewhat comic 

way that most of the creatures of the world will survive 

quite happily without us!   

Rachel has given another wonderfully original script, 

with budding new professional writer, Josh Sadler, writing a whole scene for us 

this year, Andrea has sprinkled her movement and dance choreography magic 

dust over the production once again and Jay has pulled together great new song 

lyrics and catchy music.  The title of this years’ show was the result of a 

brainstorming session at a workshop day earlier in the year, where many of our 

cast members contributed design ideas for the vessel as well as animal impressions 

and characteristics which have all come together so well in what you see this 

evening. 

All this, together with the set, costume, props, lighting, sound, box office, front of 

house, catering and support has been bought together in just 5 days.  A real 

challenge to which the cast, backstage and technical crews and other helpers have 

risen, as always, with huge enthusiasm, commitment and laughs.  This year we 

added a new dimension by engaging a professional designer to work with us on 

costume ideas, and who spent time with us teaching, helping and guiding the 

volunteer and cast team who made all the animal costumes from scratch.  Thank 

you, Emma. 

Play In A Week continues to pay in an important role in the life of the Nomad 

Theatre, providing a wonderful opportunity to use and enjoy the dramatic talents 

of as many people as possible in a fully inclusive way.  Close to 100 people have 

been involved in bringing “Oh no, it’s’ raining!” to life, working on and off stage 

and elsewhere behind the scenes this week.  

 

This year is especially poignant as we remember Bill Pearson, who having been 

instrumental in the development of this magnificent Nomad Theatre was also the 

initiator and original creator of Play In A Week 21 years ago.  Bill’s enthusiasm 

and drive was an inspiration and he will be very much missed, He made his last 

appearance alongside all the cast of last year’s play, he was loved by all. 



 

We also fondly remember Richard Bridger who passed away shortly after last 

year’s show. A warm smile and a kind heart. 

 

Play In A Week is a huge undertaking for the Nomads, sometimes stretching them 

to the limits, and occasionally even beyond them!  While the main event is the 

week itself, the work behind the scenes is a year long process with fundraising 

events bring the main thrust of the effort.  All this quiet diligent work is 

undertaken by a small dedicated team.  THANK YOU, Helen, Geoff, and Tracey, 

for all your extraordinary effort in holding the “enlightened torch” which is Play 

In A Week.  Long may it continue. 

Now relax, find your umbrellas, put on your mackintoshes, and prepare for the 

rain! 
 

 

 

 

 

Rachel Barnett - Writer 
I feel honoured to have been asked to write the 20th 

anniversary Play In A Week.   

This year we decided to do things a bit differently 

and held a workshop last autumn to ask as many 

people as possible what they wanted the play to be 

like. I then went away and included pretty much 

everything that anyone had said in the story. It was a bonkers challenge and I 

was so happy to be able to represent so many different ideas and try to knit 

them all into one narrative.   

As always, I love working on PIAW, it’s one of the highlights of my year. As 

each year progresses, I feel more and more like a part of the PIAW family, 

and it gives me great pleasure these days to bring my own family to be part 

of the summer project too.   

I hope you all enjoy Keeping Score and I hope you enjoy seeking out all the 

references to previous years’ plays.  

 



Josh Sadler - Writer 

This is my 4th Play in a Week but my first having written 

material for the production.  I am excited as ever to see how 

our wonderful cast and team realise this script on stage, 

especially now I have a closer relationship to the writing of it.   

This is the week I look forward to all year!   To me, the project is creatively and 

academically important but above all, fantastic fun, the source of many great 

memories, and hopefully the catalyst for many more! 

 

 Andrea Atkinson - Choreographer 
This is Andrea’s 11th PIAW and it remains one of the 

highlights of her year.  She has loved every minute of 

rehearsals once again, working with such a lovely cast and 

crew who have, as usual, shown boundless energy.  Their 

commitment and enthusiasm always make her job an 

absolute pleasure.  Thank you too to Helen, Geoff &Tracey 

 

 

Emma Wee                                             

Set & Costume Designer 

Projects like Play In A Week are always life affirming in 

the sense that they affirm both who and what we are. If 

you’re differently abled either by physically or by being 

neurodiverse, we spend a lot of time feeling like we don’t fit or that there’s a 

separate corner of the room that we inhabit that other people just don’t see. 

The company of creatives and participants that have come together to 

produce “Oh! no, its raining” this week have found an entire world that is both 

accepting and nourishing, long may it continue 



Jay Bristow - Musical Director                      
I am delighted to be at PIAW for the 14th time!  Year on 

year I have seen the standard of acting, singing, puppetry 

and production increase, but the thing that excites me and 

beings me back each year is the people!  This year’s songs 

are my favourite yet!  It’s amazing to hear the cast bring 

the songs to life, I hope you will be singing them for weeks 

to come!  Well done to everyone! 

I have so much fun over the week, and enjoy tapping into the unlimited talent and 

ideas of the actors who help come up with the tunes and lyrics of the songs.  Huge 

thanks to all the helpers, we couldn’t do it without you. 

Enjoy the performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 News Report Recorded - Rachel Mold 

Squirrels - Emma Chambers, Perry Doust 

Dog 1 - Giles Walker 

Dog 2 - Robert Higgins 

Dog 3 - Jess Brown 

Cat 1 - Jessica Dean 

Cat 2 - Matthew James 

Cat 3 - Benji Grayson 

Unicorn - Daniel Galliford 

Minotaur - Ashley Lucas 

Centaur - Dominic Wilson 

Phoenix - Oliver Forsyth 

Dodo - Toby Barnett-Jones 

Flamingo 1 - David Ruffhead 

Flamingo 2 - Tim Woodward 

Elephant - Sam Keelan 

Mouse - Joanne Broadhurst-Jones 

Fox - Rosemary Salmon 

Bear - Mary-Anne Wilson 

Bee - Sam Jerwood 

Ladybird - Gill Eve 

       Peacock – Zena Rose 

Ring-tailed Lemur - Michael Parker 

Meerkat - Raymond Western 

Little worms - Katy Montgomery, Mandy Hilsdon 

Goats - Abbey Williams, Jenny Leather 

Monkeys - Jess Raines, Shannon Murdoch 

Lions - Andrew Marber, Zita Roberts 



Giraffes - Anna Vere, Liz Cross 

Armadillos - Jane Keeley, Jeanette Lawrence 

Rhinos - Ashley Stanley, Jill Derbie 

Zebras - Charlie Hefford, Sue Lee 

Robin - Nick Russell 

Seagull - Yves Roudaut 

Pigeon - Naomi Brown 

Hawk - Marianne Tate 

Emu - David Hatton 

Dove - Charlotte Rowling  

             Snake - Rosie Rosser  

      Parrots - Sebastian McGuire, Osian Barnes             

      Wolf - Jane Portman-Lewis           

      Tiger - Karen Brown 

      Penguins - Tara L-M, Vikki Savage 

      Frogs - Alice Putt, Jackie Shearer 

      Badger - Beverly Pennant 

      Honey Badger - Karen Hardy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



 

 

Director - Brandon McGuire 

Playwright’s - Rachel Barnett, Josh Sadler 

Musical Director - Jay Bristow 

Choreographer - Andrea Atkinson 

Set & Costume Designer - Emma 

Stage Manager - Tracey Gillard 

Technical Manager - Justin Cobb 

Lighting - Tony Bowdery, Dee Bowdery 

Sound - Jay Bristow 

Surtitles - Helen Arnold 

Camera And Video - Geoff Arnold, Eleanor Sadler,                            

Anthony O’Sullivan, Sonas Musana 

Video short – Alex Atkinson 

DVD Production, Photography and Social Media    

 Geoff Arnold 
 

Properties, Set Design, Costumes and Making 

Emma Wee, Roger Brandon-Jones, Roland Eve, Sarah Roberts,                        

Tilly Winford, Tracey Gillard, Sarah Thomas, Rachel Mold,                   

Shannon Murdoch, Gill Eve, Sarah Roberts, Josh Sadler,                        

Benji Grayson, Sally Sadler, Tess Hart, Michael White,                  

      Carole White, Helen Rose, Lyn Carless, Roger Brandon-Jones 



Refreshments 

Richard Brown, Mary Brooks, Jay Forsyth,                                                        

Max Brown, Jackie Mott. 
 

On Stage support - Gill Eve, Perry Doust, Jenny Leather,  

Carol Habicht,  Mandy Hillsdon,  Jess Brown, Jill Derbie,              

Naomi Brown, Josh Sadler, Benji Grayson, Shannon Murdoch, 

Beverly Pennant, Jane Sillett, Vikki Savage, Sue Lee. 

Bar  - Paul Asher, Justin Cobb 

Chairman Nomads – Andrew Hamel-Cooke 

Front of House - Adrian Bathhurst 

Programme - Sarah Thomas 

Box Office - Sarah Thomas, Elaine Burns 
 

 

 

 

Producers 

Geoff Arnold,  

Helen Arnold,  

Tracey Gillard 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                       

 

 

 

 

 

A few words from the Producers 

21 years old, and Play In A Week continues to go from strength to strength.  Once 

again, we have been totally amazed by the HUGE amount of effort and support 

from the army of amazing people who hosted, helped and volunteered this week, 

and also at fundraising events which have taken place over the last 12 months. 

THANK YOU ALL. 

Another incredible team of volunteers made time to be with us this week.  

Whether you spent a few minutes or many hours working with us, your help has 

been appreciated!  THANKS TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU.  Without your 

hard work Play In A Week just wouldn’t happen.   

A years’ planning goes into the show you have enjoyed today.  Our script is 

commissioned and our professionals engaged for next year almost as the curtain 

goes on the previous show, and the volunteer technical crew are thinking about 

lighting, microphones and all the other magic that helps bring a show together 

way before the week starts.  They have worked hard, climbing ladders, wiring 

things and fixing ‘stuff’ to make technology happen and work seamlessly when the 

curtain goes up.  THANK YOU to Justin, Tony & Dee, Alex, Roger, Andrew, the 

Tuesday crew, and all the backstage team for everything that you do. 

Finally, the entire cast and crew would like to say a big THANK YOU to YOU, our 

audience, for coming to see “Oh no, it’s raining!”, supporting us and joining in the 

fun. 

If there is anything you can do to assist us financially, or if can you point us 

towards any new sources of potential funding or donations, please get in touch 

with the organising team at fundraising@playinaweek.org.uk. 

There will be collection buckets on hand as you leave today, so if you have any 

change you can spare do please help us start work towards 2020’s show!! 

                Thanks, and best wishes from the organising team;  

                                    Helen, Geoff, and Tracey.   

                                 See you all next year ☺ 

mailto:fundraising@playinaweek.org.uk


 The “ Play In A Week” team 

THANK 

Bill Pearson’s family, and all Bill’s friends who kindly made 

donations to us in lieu of flowers in remembrance of him 

Aspire Theatre Company 

The Foresters Friendly Society (Wellington) 

The Foresters Friendly Society (Star of Surrey) 

Easyfundraising.org.uk and everyone who shopped on-line 

using their system 

Arnold HR Consulting Ltd 

Joslyn Arnold 

Sarah & George Thomas 

Waitrose Community Matters Scheme 

The 2019 Quizzers 

The 2019 Grange Has Got Talent cast and crew 

And 

EVERYONE else who has bought a ticket, bought a DVD, 

attended a fundraising event, shopped on-line through 

Easyfundraising, bought a raffle ticket, or otherwise 

support and made a contribution which has enable us to 

run Play In A Week 2019. 
 

PLAY IN A WEEK 2020 STARTS 

HERE! 

http://easyfundraising.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


